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the cow a big dose of Epsom salts, if there is any sign of constipation. A pound of Epsom salts dissolved in warm water and given as a drench from a long-necked bottle should be sufficient. Secure a pail of hot water and an old bath towel. Besides these, some lard or camphorated oil will be needed. Even castor oil will do. First, dip the towel into the pail of hot water and after wringing it out carefully, apply it to the udder. Do this in the same way a barber would apply hot towels to the face before and after shaving. The water should be piping hot. Remember that the udder is tender and the animal nervous. Care should be exercised to be in a proper position for a quick move if this becomes necessary. After a trial or two, it will be easy to keep the towel about the proper temperature for comfort. Continue to apply the hot towels for five or ten minutes. After this, thoroughly grease the udder with the lard or oil. Massage the udder for several minutes. Do not merely pat it here and there. Knead it as you would bread dough. This is especially important if the udder is hard or caked. Repeat this treatment twice a day until improvement is seen. Udders that are very hard will often respond well to this treatment. If the udder is extremely sore and sensitive, it may be given support. Take a piece of an old bed sheet and tear off a strip about 18 inches wide. Pass it under the udder and up over the back. Where the bandage passes under the udder, cut holes for the teats. This will help to keep it in place. If the affected udder is heavy and pendulous, this should relieve the pain.
Ordinarily it is best not to irrigate the udder with any fluid. This usually does more harm than good, serving only to spread the infection to other quarters. This is especially true when great care is not observed to boil everything carefully before the irrigation is begun. Formalin is recommended by some as internal treatment. It is not always a success, but may be tried. One-half ounce of formalin is dissolved in a quart of milk and given as a drench. This is repeated every day for three days.